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Homework can be one of the most frustrating of all problem areas for chidlren and parents. In this

helpful guide, Rosemond warns against parental interference and demonstrates ways to help

children learn to work on their own and to take responsibility for getting the work done themselves.
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This book describes the daily/nightly family homework ordeal that traps so many of us. It promises

remedies in non-technical, easy to read words. And it delivers on its promise with usable plans and

examples in a variety of real life success stories.Whether we parents were told wrong, as

Rosemond blames modern "Parenting Experts," or whether we heard wrong, certainly parenting has

become a bigger, more difficult deal, with parents believing more involvement makes us better

parents while giving our kids more self-esteem. But this is not working. "Involvement" becomes

interference, helping becomes confronting, their homework becomes our homework, their failure

becomes our failure- so we will become more involved to avoid failure, because we want to be Good

Parents. And so, homework becomes an exhausting no-win battlefield of wills littered with

intellectual and emotional casualties. The answer is to back off and give homework responsibilities

back to our kids, along with the rewards (pride, self-confidence, experience and privileges) and the

consequences (failure, redemption, wisdom and denied privileges) of taking ownership of their own

schoolwork. Stop hovering, checking, correcting, signing, protecting, threatening, pleading,

promising, dictating, bribing and exasperating in the name of homework. (What is that saying about



teaching a pig to talk, or was it to sing? It's a waste of your time and it only annoys the pig?!) Even

more importantly, if you change these old ways of all-consuming conflict, you will stop neglecting

yourself, your health, your marriage, and your family. I'm using the book to set up a framework of

goals, privileges and consequences for our 10-1/2 year-old fifth grader.
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